Twenty-Third Sunday of Ordinary Time, September 6
Hello families! I hope you are all doing well! Hopefully for everyone who has
gone back to school, it’s going well. To all of our friends who have not started yet,
good luck and I hope for a good school year ahead! We are still in Ordinary Time
for this twenty-third Sunday of the year. This weekend, we hear the gospel from St.
Matthew 18:15-20. You can find this gospel reading in the Catholic Children’s
Bible on pp. 1490-1491 and in the Family Connections Bible on p. 1343. In our
gospel reading today, Jesus is giving his disciples some advice. He says that if
someone sins against you, to let them know what they did wrong. If they do not
listen to you, seek help. But what Jesus says at the end may be most important of
all. He says that where two or more are gathered in his name, he is there with them.
Read the gospel reading and then continue on to today’s other activities!
Video:
Here is a video from CCTNtv. It does of good job of retelling the gospel all while
providing a visual image.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wdq6V4fR23E
Summary:
Jesus gives us two very important messages today, the first being about
conflict resolution or solving a disagreement. We know that sometimes we may not
get along with everyone. It could be a friend, brother, sister, or other family
member. Jesus tells us that when this happens, first try and talk to them about it. If
they don’t listen, seek some help from other trusted friends or family. Then if that
doesn’t work, he asks you to call on the church, or pray! What great advice! Jesus
reminds us that it is ok to ask for help and that sometimes we can’t solve all of our
problems on our own. He also tells us that we should not get even with people who
do something wrong against us, we should try and help them to become better
people!
The second thing he tells us is about his presence in our lives. He says that
where two or more people are gathered in his name, he is right there with us!
Wow! To think that Jesus is right alongside you while you’re at church, in
Children’s Liturgy, at Gift, or even at home praying with your family before a
meal, is amazing! Jesus will always be by our side in good times and in bad!

Questions:
1. Is it hard to get along with everyone? Why or why not?
2. How do we feel Jesus’ presence in our lives?
3. Can you think of any more examples of when two or more people are gathered
in Jesus’ name?
Activity:
This weekend I have a bit of a challenge for you! Instead of our normal craft, I
challenge you to either take a moment to be extra kind to someone like helping
mom or dad with the dishes, sharing a toy with a sibling, or maybe even giving
grandma or grandpa a special call. Or take a special moment with your whole
family to pray together, thank God for your blessings, and remember that Jesus is
with you!
If you are interested, please find some activity sheets from Sermons4Kids on the
following pages including a word search, coloring page, decoder puzzle, and an
easy and difficult crossword puzzle.
Remember the advice Jesus gave us today. If we ever run into someone who is not
so nice to us, remember to be kind to them and help them to be better! Also
remember that where two are more are gathered in his name; Jesus is right there
with them. Have a blessed week everyone!

